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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS

CONVENE

The meeting of the Colorado Office of Public Guardianship Board of Directors was convened by
Zoom video conference at 10:00 by Chair Brandon Fields.

A quorum of the Board was present.

Board Members Present
Brandon Fields, Chair
Aisha Young, Vice Chair
Roseanne Collison, Member
Stephanie Garcia, Member
Chandra Matthews, Member
Patrick Thiessen, Member
Chelsea Ziegler, Member

OPG Director
Sophia Alvarez

Office of Public Guardianship

Anita Hoffman, Public Guardian
Kimberly Baker, Public Guardian

Janelle Cantu, Deputy Director

Josh Murphy, Staff Attorney

Mary Olguin, Public Guardian

KeAre’ Rhea, Staffing and Culture Leader
Allondria Tyler, Public Guardian

Office of the Attorney General
Kirsten Grooms, Assistant Attorney General



Public Attendees

Jim Tatten

AGENDA ITEMS

L

II.

I1I.

IV.

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. The meeting was recorded.

Approval of the January 22, 2025 meeting minutes

Chair Fields asked for comments or amendments to the 01.22.2025 meeting minutes.
There were none.

Vice-Chair Young moved to approve the 01.22.2025 meeting minutes, as presented.
Board Member Collison seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

Chair Report (Brandon Fields)

Chair Fields did not have a report.

Director Report (Sophia M. Alvarez)

Director Alvarez’s Director Report was distributed electronically along with other
materials and discussed.

Director Alvarez provided the following updates and responded to Board questions:

A. Human Resources:

a. Director Alvarez recognized the one-year work anniversary of staff
attorney, Josh Murphy, and welcomed new guardians Allondria Tyler
and Kim Baker.

b. The staff assistant position was posted on 02.11.2025. Employer’s
Council has been receiving applications and conducting screenings.

B. 2025 National Guardianship Association annual conference: Director Alvarez
was asked to participate in a panel on the topic of starting a public guardian
program and submitted a presentation application in response on 02.25.2025.

C. Board member Collison asked when the office expects to begin taking new case
referrals. Director Alvarez anticipates taking new case referrals in the 7" and
16™ Judicial Districts within 3-4 months when clients are transitioned from the
guardians in those judicial districts to some of the newer Denver guardian staff.

D. Chair Fields about the Office’s recent meeting with judges in the 7" Judicial
District. Director Alvarez said she and staff attorney Murphy met with the
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presiding and probate judges in the 7" Judicial District in January about a
timeframe for the office to begin taking new referrals. Board member Thiessen
asked if the judges indicated the number of public guardian referrals they would
have for the Office and Director Alvarez indicated this was not provided.

E. Budget: Director Alvarez and Legislative Liaison Amanda Gall are reaching out
to Joint Budget Committee members and stakeholders about supporting OPG’s
budge requests in advance of figure setting on 03.07.2025.

Public Comment

Jim Tatten commented that OPG’s work is very important, demand continues to grow,
and he hopes the Joint Budget Committee lawmakers understand this.

Board Comment

Chair Fields asked if major cuts are made to Medicaid will impact the OPG clients.
Director Alvarez responded it is unknown what funding cuts may look like while noting
most, if not all, OPG clients are on Medicaid.

Discussion of Critical Incident Reporting

a. Specifically, the matters referred to executive session and discussion of critical
incident reporting.

Chair Fields asked for a motion to enter executive session.
Board member Collison moved to initiate executive session. Board member Garcia
seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously with at least two-thirds of the

membership present.

The Board exited open session and entered executive session on a separate line at 10:50
a.m.

At 11:17 a.m. the Board returned to open session.
Adjourn
Board member Matthews moved to adjourn the meeting. Board Member Young

seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned
11:18 a.m.



ATTESTATION

As the Board Chair attest that these minutes of the open public meeting of the Colorado Office of
Public Guardianship Board substantially reflect the substance of the discussion and action taken
related to the matters under the authority of the Board.
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