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PUBLIC MEETING 
October 27, 2021 

RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

CONVENE 

The meeting of the Colorado Office of Public Guardianship Commission was convened 
by video conference via Zoom at 10:08 AM by Commission Chair Lesco. 
 
A quorum of the Commission was present. 

Commission Members Present 
Chair Kelsey Lesco 
Vice-Chair Deb Bennett-Woods 
Stephanie Garcia 
 
OPG Director 
Sophia M. Alvarez 
 
Others Present 
Jacquelyn Beal, Office of Public Guardianship 
Rhonda Sanchez, Office of Public Guardianship 
Camille Price, Office of Public Guardianship 
Cynthia Wells, Office of Public Guardianship 
Erin McGovern, Office of Public Guardianship 
America Paz Pastrana, Office of Public Guardianship 
Grant Yoder, Office of Public Guardianship 
Robert Finke, Office of the Attorney General 
 
Public Attendance 
Ann McKenzie, Silver Key Senior Services 
Carl Glatstein, Representative of the Colorado Bar Association 
Bother James Patrick Hall, Rocky Mountain Refuge 
 
All participated by video conference. 
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AGENDA ITEMS 
 

I. Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order. Director Alvarez indicated that the meeting is being 
recorded. 
 

II. Approval of the July 28, 2021 Meeting Minutes, August 5, 2021 
Special Meeting Minutes, and August 25, 2021 Meeting Minutes 

  
Vice-Chair Bennett-Woods moved to approve the July 28, 2021 Meeting Minutes as 
presented. Commissioner Garcia seconded the motion. Motion passed 
unanimously.  
 
Commissioner Garcia moved to approve the August 5, 2021 Special Meeting 
Minutes as presented. Vice-Chair Bennett-Woods seconded the motion. Motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
Vice-Chair Bennett-Woods moved to approve the August 25, 2021 Meeting Minutes 
as presented. Commissioner Garcia seconded the motion. Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 

III. Chair Report (Kelsey Lesco)  
 

Chair Lesco announced that Commissioner Chayet and Commissioner Zinn terms 
will expire soon, and they will not be returning. Chair Lesco informed that the 
Governor’s Office and Supreme Court are working on finding replacements for the 
two attorney positions. Chair Lesco announced that Assistant Attorney General 
Debbie Enck is no longer with the Attorney General’s office and First Assistant 
Attorney General Robert Finke will serve as general counsel until a new Assistant 
Attorney General is hired.  

A. Vice-Chair Bennett-Woods announced that her term also expired, and that she 
was reappointed for a subsequent term. 

B. Chair Lesco asked if there were any questions. There were none.  
 

IV. Director Report (Sophia M. Alvarez) 
 
Director Alvarez’s October 27, 2021, Director Report was distributed electronically 
along with other materials and discussed. Additional items discussed included, but 
were not limited to: 

a. FY 22-23 Budget Request 
b. Expansion and Discontinuation Plan 
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c. Survey Data Presentation by Research Assistant Grant Yoder 
d. Data and Director Report Draft Update  

 
A. Director Alvarez reported that an updated version of the contract with CFPD 

was executed on 10.26.2021 and will provided and posted on the website. 
B. Guardian Erin McGavin passed her background check and will schedule her 

CGC exam to get her national guardian certification. 
C. Director Alvarez will give a presentation about OPG to the Boulder District 

Attorney’s Office on December 7, 2021.  
D. Director Alvarez reported that OPG caseload is at capacity and discussed the 

process of putting new referrals on hold.  

Budget Request, Expansion and Discontinuation Plan 

Director Alvarez informed that on 10.26.2021 she received the final budget request 
and will provide it to the Commission for discussion. Director Alvarez will address 
the budget request at the JBC hearing. Director Alvarez reported that the final 
number for the budget request is $456,326.00 funded from the OPG cash fund. This 
will allow her to hire a Deputy Director, and three Public Guardians for the 2nd, 7th, 
and 16th judicial districts.  

Director Alvarez stated that if the budget is approved the expansion process will 
initiate on July 1st of 2022.  

Director Alvarez informed that as part of the Discontinuation Plan will be to 
distribute funds in the form of grants to other organizations that will be successor 
guardian to OPG clients if the pilot program is discontinued.  

The Commission further discussed: 

A. Adding statutory references and specific timelines to the Discontinuation Plan. 
B. Director Alvarez providing an interim report that supports the budget request 

and highlighting the office accomplishments.  
C. Extending the deadline of the Interim Report from February 1, 2021. 

 

Survey Data Presentation (Grant Yoder) 

Grant Yoder provided an overview of the survey data collected as of October 27, 2021. 
Grant will share the power point used during the presentation with the Commission 
for further review. 

 
 
 



4 
 

V. Follow Up Discussion of Evaluation of the Executive Director 

Chair Lesco advised that the follow up discussion of the Evaluation of Executive 
Director should be tabled for the next meeting because there are not enough 
commissioners for discussion.  

Vice-Chair Bennett-Woods moved to table discussion of the Evaluation of Executive 
director to next meeting. Commissioner Garcia seconded the motion. The motion 
passed unanimously.  

 

VI. Discussion of Change in November and December Commission 
Meeting Dates 

Chair Lesco informed that the November and December meetings will be combined 
and held on December 15th. Chair Lesco announced that the following meeting will 
be her last meeting as Chair and Vice-Chair Bennett-Woods will take over as Chair 
in January 2022.  

The commission discussed having First Assistant Attorney General Finke provide 
monthly reports to the commissioners. 

 

VII. Public Comment 

Chair Lesco asked for public comment. There was none.  

 

VIII. Adjourn 
 
Vice-Chair Bennett-Woods moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Garcia 
seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 11:29 a.m. 
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ATTESTATION 
 
As Commission Chair and Commission Vice-Chair, we attest that these minutes of 
the open public meeting of the Colorado Office of Public Guardianship Commission 
substantially reflect the substance of the discussion and action taken related to the 
matters under the authority of the Commission. 
 
 
_______________________________________  _______________ 
Kelsey Lesco, Chair                                                     Date 
  
 
________________________________________             _______________ 
Deb Bennett-Woods, Vice-Chair                                 Date 

12.15.2021

12.15.2021




